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THE GILTHEAD SEABREAM BELONGS TO THE FAMILY Sparidae, WHICH ALSO INCLUDES OTHER WELL-KNOWN SPECIES SUCH AS THE SEABREAMS

OF THE GENUS Diplodus. IT REGULARLY MIGRATES BETWEEN MARINE AND LAGOON ENVIRONMENTS.

* SIZE

MAXIMUM LENGTH: 70 cm
MAXIMUM WEIGHT: 12 kg

* DISTRIBUTION

FROM THE BRITISH ISLES TO THE CANARY ISLANDS AND CAPE VERDE.

* BREEDING SEASON * [JUCN CONSERVATION STATUS*

PRESENT THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN, IN THE BLACK SEA, AND IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN

* |talian Red List

NEAR CRITICALLY
THREATENED VULNERABLE ENDANGERED ENDANGERED
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CONCERN

EXTINCT
IN THE WILD

EXTINCT

ECOLOGY

THE SPECIES TENDS TO BE GREGARIOUS, PARTICULARLY DURING ITS JUVENILE STAGES. IT INHABITS ROCKY, SANDY, MUDDY AND DETRITAL
BOTTOMS, BOTH BARE AND VEGETATED, GENERALLY BETWEEN 5 AND 30 METRES DEEP, ALTHOUGH IT CAN ALSO OCCUR AT DEPTHS APPROACHING
150 METRES. AFTER SPAWNING, WHICH TAKES PLACE IN MARINE WATERS, JUVENILES MIGRATE TOWARDS INNER WATERS, SHOWING GOOD
ADAPTABILITY TO LOWER SALINITY CONDITIONS.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES ..

S0

THE GILTHEAD SEABREAM USUALLY FREQUENTS THE NORTHERN ADRIATIC LAGOONS ONLY ON A SEASONAL BASIS. A MARINE-SPAWNING FISH, IT IS
SENSITIVE TO COLD AND LEAVES THE SHALLOW LAGOON WATERS IN NOVEMBER, RETURNING AT THE END OF WINTER. DURING THIS PERIOD,
JUVENILES ENTER THE LAGOON EACH YEAR TO GROW BEFORE RETURNING TO THE SEA TO SPAWN. HOWEVER, AS A RESULT OF CLIMATE CHANGE
AND INCREASINGLY MILD WINTERS, THIS PATTERN IS CHANGING RAPIDLY. IN VENETIAN DIALECT IT IS CALLED “ORADA” WHEN ADULT, AND “ORADEA”
OR “MEDAGIOLA” WHEN JUVENILE.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

COMMERCIAL VALUE

THIS SPECIES IS OF HIGH
COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE. IT
IS ACTIVELY FISHED AND
FARMED, AND IS ALSO
TARGETED BY RECREATIONAL
FISHING.

THE BODY IS OVAL AND LATERALLY COMPRESSED, WITH A CURVED DORSAL PROFILE AND AN ALMOST STRAIGHT VENTRAL PROFILE. THE HEAD HAS
A ROUNDED SNOUT, AND THE MOUTH IS LARGE, MEDIAN AND SLIGHTLY PROTRUSIBLE, EQUIPPED WITH CANINE-LIKE TEETH AT THE FRONT AND
MOLARIFORM TEETH POSTERIORLY AND LATERALLY, ARRANGED IN SEVERAL ROWS ON BOTH JAWS. THE EYE IS LARGE AND CIRCULAR. THERE IS A
SINGLE DORSAL FIN WITH ABOUT TEN SPINY RAYS IN THE ANTERIOR PART AND A SIMILAR NUMBER OF SOFT RAYS POSTERIORLY, RUNNING FROM
THE BASE OF THE PECTORAL FINS TO THE CAUDAL PEDUNCLE. THE ANAL FIN IS ABOUT ONE THIRD THE LENGTH OF THE DORSAL FIN AND IS
LOCATED CLOSE TO THE CAUDAL PEDUNCLE. THE PECTORAL FINS ARE MODERATELY DEVELOPED, AS ARE THE PELVIC FINS, WHICH ARE INSERTED
AT THE SAME LEVEL AS THE PECTORALS. THE CAUDAL FIN IS HOMOCERCAL AND MODERATELY FORKED. THE COLOURATION IS GREYISH ON THE
BACK, SILVERY WITH YELLOWISH LONGITUDINAL STREAKS ALONG THE FLANKS, AND WHITISH ON THE BELLY. DISTINCTIVE COLOURED MARKINGS
INCLUDE A BLACK AND A REDDISH SPOT IN THE PREOPERCULAR REGION, A GOLDEN BAND BETWEEN THE EYES, AND A BRIGHT YELLOW BLOTCH ON
THE VENTRAL SIDE. THE CAUDAL FIN HAS A BLACK MARGIN. THE BACKGROUND COLOUR MAY VARY CONSIDERABLY DEPENDING ON HABITAT, DIET
AND THE AGE OF THE FISH.
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HERMAPHRODITISM

ALL INDIVIDUALS ARE BORN
MALE AND LATER TRANSFORM
INTO FEMALES.

THE ECOLOGICAL
EXPLANATION FOR THIS
REPRODUCTIVE STRATEGY IS
THAT FISH GENERALLY
PRODUCE A NUMBER

OF EGGS PROPORTIONAL TO
THEIR SIZE; HAVING LARGER
FEMALES THEREFORE
PROVIDES AN ADVANTAGE

IN TERMS OF THE NUMBER
OF FERTILISABLE EGGS,

AND CONSEQUENTLY IN

THE SURVIVAL AND SPREAD
OF THE SPECIES.




