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THE COMMON CUTTLEFISH IS THE MOST WIDESPREAD SPECIES, AMONG CEPHALOPODS, IN THE ADRIATIC SEA AND IS ALSO COMMON IN THE

VENETIAN LAGOON. IT IS AN ACTIVE AND INTELLIGENT PREDATOR OF FISH AND CRUSTACEANS.
* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION

LENGTH: 15-30 cm (MAX 50 cm)

WEIGHT: INFERIORE A 1 kg (MAX 4 kg) FROM NORWAY TO SENEGAL, INCLUDING MADEIRA AND THE CANARY ISLANDS.
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* BREEDING SEASON

PRESENT THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND ALONG THE EASTERN ATLANTIC COASTS,
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ECOLOGY

THE COMMON CUTTLEFISH IS ANECTO-BENTHIC SPECIES, MEANING IT INHABITS BOTH THE WATER COLUMN, WHERE IT SWIMS ACTIVELY, AND THE
SEABED. IT LIVES ON SANDY, MUDDY AND DETRITAL BOTTOMS, DOWN TO A MAXIMUM DEPTH OF AROUND ONE HUNDRED METRES, ALTHOUGHIT IS
MUCH MORE COMMON WITHIN THE FIRST 25. THE CUTTLEFISH IS A DIURNAL PREDATOR AND FEEDS MAINLY ON CRUSTACEANS AND FISH.
REPRODUCTION OCCURS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, ALTHOUGH A MARKED PEAK IS OBSERVED BETWEEN FEBRUARY AND APRIL, WHEN INDIVIDUALS
FROM THE OPEN SEA APPROACH COASTAL AREAS IN LARGE NUMBERS. FOLLOWING A COMPLEX COURTSHIP RITUAL AND MATING, THE FEMALE LAYS
HER EGGS ON HARD SUBSTRATES (PHOTO 1), INCLUDING ARTIFICIAL ONES, WHICH RISE FROM THE SEABED TO PREVENT THE EGGS FROM
BECOMING EASY PREY FOR PREDATORS.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

LI

TRADITIONAL USES

IN THE VEMNETIAN LAGOON,
IT WAS ONCE CUSTOMARY IN

THE COMMON CUTTLEFISH REGULARLY ENTERS THE LAGOON TO SPAWN, PARTICULARLY IN LATE WINTER AND SPRING. INDIVIDUALS GATHER MAINLY
IN THE DEEPER, MORE DYNAMIC LAGOON WATERS, ALTHOUGH THEY CAN ALSO BE FOUND OVER SHALLOW BOTTOMS. THESE HABITATS OFFER
A WIDE VARIETY OF SURFACES FOR EGG LAYING, INCLUDING FEATHER DUSTER WORM TUBES, SEAGRASS STEMS, ALGAE, WOOD, AND OTHER
ARTIFICIAL DEBRIS. JUVENILES REMAIN IN LAGOON WATERS DURING THE FIRST MONTHS OF LIFE. IN VENETIAN DIALECT, IT IS CALLED “SEPA", WHILE
JUVENILES ARE KNOWN AS “SEPOINA”".

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

WINTER TO COLLECT LARGE
CUTTLEFISH WEAKENED BY THE
COLD AND PREPARE THEM FOR
DRYING. TODAY, THIS
TRADITION SURVIVES ONLY
AMONG A HANDFUL OF
FISHERMEN IN CHIOGGIA AND
IS GRADUALLY DISAPPEARING.

THE COMMON CUTTLEFISH HAS AN OVAL, SAC-LIKE BODY THAT IS ELONGATED AND FLATTENED, WITH A NARROW, RIBBON-LIKE FIN RUNNING ALONG
THE EDGE OF THE MANTLE AND INTERRUPTED AT THE REAR. THE MOUTH IS EQUIPPED WITH A HORNY BEAK, SURROUNDED BY A CROWN OF EIGHT
ARMS, EACH BEARING FOUR ROWS OF SUCKERS. IT ALSO HAS TWO LONG, RETRACTABLE TENTACLES USED TO CAPTURE PREY, WITH SUCKERS
LOCATED ONLY AT THEIR LEAF-SHAPED TIPS. THE SPECIES HAS AN INTERNAL SHELL, THE CUTTLEBONE, LOCATED DORSALLY AND FLATTENED AND
ELONGATED. THE UNDERSIDE IS WHITISH AND IRIDESCENT, WHILE THE BACK IS BROWNISH-GREY WITH PALER STREAKS. A DENSE NETWORK OF
CHROMATOPHORES ENABLES RAPID COLOUR CHANGE, PROVIDING THE CUTTLEFISH WITH EXCELLENT CAMOUFLAGE. MALES, WHICH ARE
GENERALLY LARGER THAN FEMALES, DISPLAY A PALE FRINGE ALONG THE ENTIRE FIN AND MORE DISTINCT DORSAL STRIPING. MALES, WHICH ARE
GENERALLY LARGER THAN FEMALES, DISPLAY A PALE FRINGE ALONG THE ENTIRE FIN AND MORE DISTINCT DORSAL STRIPING.
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CUTTLEBONE

THE CUTTLEBONE IS HIGHLY
POROUS AND CAN BE FILLED
WITH GASES DRAWN FROM
THE WATER, HELPING THE
ANIMAL CONTROL ITS
BUOYANCY.

IT ALLOWS THE CUTTLEFISH
TO DIVE TO DEPTHS OF
AROUND 150 METRES;
BEYOND THIS LIMIT,

THE SHELL MAY COLLAPSE,
WHICH CAN BE FATAL.




