BIODIVERSITY
. GATEWARY

Rhodymenia
ardissonei

(KUNTZE) FELDMANN

KINGDOM PLANTAE

PHYLUM RHODOPHYTA
CLASS FLORIDEOPHYCEAE
ORDER RHODYMENIALES
FAMILY RHODYMENIACEAE

ID CARD

Rhodymenia ardissonei|S A RED ALGA WITH FLATTENED, REDDISH-VIOLET FRONDS. IT TYPICALLY GROWS ON ROCKY SUBSTRATES IN SHADED
AND SHELTERED WATERS.

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION
LENGTH: 120 mm FOUND IN THE EASTERN ATLANTIC AND THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA.
ECOLOGY

THIS ALGAIS OFTEN ATTACHED TO ROCKS, SPONGES, CORALLINE ALGAE OR BROWN ALGAE. IT GROWS IN SHADED PLACES AND IN TURBID WATERS,
FROM THE SURFACE DOWN TO ABOUT 70 METRES. IN NUTRIENT-POOR CONDITIONS IT MAY OCCUR AT THE ENTRANCES OF UNDERWATER CAVES OR
IN SHADED CAVITIES.

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

THE SPECIES IS FOUND IN FULLY MARINE AREAS SUCH AS THE BREAKWATERS AT THE HARBOUR MOUTHS, AS WELL AS ALONG LAGOON MARGINS,
ESPECIALLY ON ARTIFICIAL EMBANKMENTS OF FISHPONDS. IT IS COMMON ON HARD SUBSTRATES, WHERE IT FORMS A DISTINCT RED BAND ETYMOLOGY

VISIBLE AT LOW TIDE. THE GENUS NAME COMES
FROM “RHODON" (RED),
WHILE THE SPECIES NAME
ardissonel HONOURS
THE ITALIAN PHYCOLOGIST
F. ARDISSONE.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION :
\

THE THALLUS IS ERECT, LEATHERY IN TEXTURE AND REDDISH-BROWN, WITH FLAT FRONDS DIVIDED DICHOTOMOUSLY, PALMATELY OR
IRREGULARLY. THE TIPS ARE ROUNDED AND THE MARGINS SMOOTH OR SLIGHTLY WAVY. A CROSS-SECTION SHOWS A COMPACT INNER MEDULLA INTERESTING FACT
OF LARGE, ELONGATED CELLS, SURROUNDED BY A CORTEX OF MUCH SMALLER CELLS. IT PRODUCES GONIMOBLASTS (SPORE-PRODUCING THIS IS A PERENNIAL
FILAMENTS) THAT DEVELOP FROM AN AUXILIARY CELL ENCLOSED IN A PROMINENT PERICARP. THE SPORANGIA ARE ARRANGED IN PAIRS. SPECIES: THE BASAL PART
OF THE THALLUS STAYS
ATTACHED TO
THE SUBSTRATE FOR YEARS,
WHILE THE UPPER PARTS ARE
RENEWED EACH SEASON.
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