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THE BLACK-NECKED GREBE IS A CHARACTERISTIC AQUATIC DIVING BIRD. IT DIVES BOTH TO CATCH ITS PREY AND TO ESCAPE POTENTIAL

PREDATORS.

* SIZE

HEIGHT: 280-340 mm
WINGSPAN: 560-600 mm
WEIGHT: 250-350 g

* BREEDING SEASON (in Europe)

* DISTRIBUTION

* [JUCN CONSERVATION STATUS*

THE BLACK-NECKED GREBE IS PRESENT ON ALL CONTINENTS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF AUSTRALASIA
AND ANTARCTICA. IT WINTERS IN NORTH AFRICA, EAST AFRICA, EAST ASIA AND CENTRAL AMERICA.

* European Red List
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ECOLOGY

THIS IS A FULLY MIGRATORY SPECIES, LEAVING BREEDING SITES BETWEEN MID-AUGUST AND LATE NOVEMBER, AND RETURNING FROM MARCH.
MIGRATION USUALLY OCCURS AT NIGHT, WHILE FEEDING TAKES PLACE DURING THE DAY. IT IS ALSO A HIGHLY GREGARIOUS SPECIES, BOTH DURING
MIGRATION AND IN THE WINTERING PERIOD. AFTER ARRIVING AT ITS WINTERING GROUNDS, IT REMAINS FLIGHTLESS FOR 3-4 MONTHS DUE TO THE
LOSS OF PECTORAL MUSCLE MASS. DURING THE BREEDING SEASON, IT INHABITS SHALLOW, NUTRIENT-RICH WATER BODIES WITH WELL-DEVELOPED
VEGETATION, WHILE OUTSIDE THE BREEDING SEASON IT MOVES TO MORE OPEN ENVIRONMENTS SUCH AS ESTUARIES, LAGOONS, BAYS AND CANALS.
IT USUALLY NESTS IN COLONIES, CHOOSING SPARSE EMERGENT MARSH VEGETATION OR DENSE MATS OF FLOATING AQUATIC PLANTS, SOMETIMES
AT A DISTANCE FROM THE SHORELINE. THE NEST IS A FLOATING PLATFORM OF PLANT MATERIAL ANCHORED TO MARSH VEGETATION. TYPICALLY,
THREE OR FOUR EGGS ARE LAID PER CLUTCH. THE BLACK-NECKED GREBE IS CARNIVOROUS, FEEDING ON LARVAE, ADULT INSECTS, CRUSTACEANS,
MOLLUSCS, AMPHIBIANS AND SMALL FISH, WHICH IT CAPTURES BY DIVING.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

ETYMOLOGY

THE GENUS NAME DERIVES
FROM THE LATIN PODICEM
(ANUS) AND PEDEM (FOOT),
IN REFERENCE TO THE LEGS
POSITIONED AT THE REAR

IN ITALY, THE BLACK-NECKED GREBE IS MAINLY A REGULAR MIGRANT AND WINTERING SPECIES ARRIVING FROM CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE,
WHILE BREEDING IS ONLY OCCASIONAL. THE PROVINCE OF VENICE HOSTS ABOUT 15% OF THE INDIVIDUALS PRESENT IN ITALY, AND THE OPEN
LAGOON REPRESENTS ONE OF THE MAIN STOPOVER SITES. SMALLER NUMBERS ARE RECORDED ALONG THE COASTS AND INSIDE THE FISH-FARMING
VALLEYS. THE SPECIES SHOWS A RATHER CONFIDING BEHAVIOUR AND CAN ALSO BE OBSERVED IN THE MAJOR CANALS OF THE HISTORIC CENTRE OF
VENICE. LIKE OTHER GREBE SPECIES, IN VENETIAN DIALECT IT IS KNOWN AS “FISOLO".

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

END OF THE BODY,

WHILE THE SPECIFIC EPITHET
nigricollis COMES FROM
NIGRUM (BLACK) AND
COLLUM (NECK).

®

THE BLACK-NECKED GREBE SHOWS TWO DIFFERENT PLUMAGES DEPENDING ON THE SEASON. DURING THE BREEDING PERIOD, IT DISPLAYS
CHARACTERISTIC OCHRE-COLOURED FEATHERS BEHIND THE EYE AND ABOVE THE EARS. THE REST OF THE UPPERPARTS (INCLUDING THE NECK)
RANGE FROM BLACK TO BROWN, THE BELLY IS WHITE, AND THE FLANKS ARE REDDISH-BROWN TO CHESTNUT-BROWN. IN WINTER PLUMAGE, THE
FLANKS AND UPPERPARTS ARE GREY-BLACK, INCLUDING THE TOP OF THE HEAD AND A VERTICAL STRIPE DOWN THE BACK OF THE NECK, WHILE THE
REST OF THE BODY IS WHITISH. JUVENILES TEND TO BE BROWNER THAN ADULTS.
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SUBSPECIES

ACCORDING TO THE
GEOGRAPHICAL
DISTRIBUTION, THREE
DISTINCT SUBSPECIES
ARE RECOGNISED:

P. n. subsp. gurneyi
(SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA),
P. n. subsp.californicus
(NORTH AMERICA)
AND THE LOCAL

P. n. subsp.nigricollis
(EURASIA).



