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THE EYE-SPOT HERMIT CRAB, LIKE OTHER HERMIT CRABS, OCCUPIES EMPTY GASTROPOD SHELLS, WHICH IT USES FOR PROTECTION.

* SIZE * REPRODUCTION (in the Adriatic) * DISTRIBUTION
CEPHALOTHORAX LENGTH: UP TO 20 mm COMMON THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

JEMAMIJASOND AND PRESENT IN ALL ITALIAN WATERS.

ECOLOGY

THE EYE-SPOT HERMIT CRAB IS A HERMIT CRAB (DECAPODA, PAGUROIDEA) WITH A SOFT, UNARMOURED ABDOMEN. FOR PROTECTION, IT INHABITS
EMPTY SHELLS, OFTEN THOSE OF THE MUREX Hexaplex trunculus, AND CHANGES THEM AS IT GROWS. THESE SHELLS ARE OFTEN COLONISED BY
SPONGES, ANEMONES OR HYDROIDS, PROVIDING THE CRAB WITH EXTRA SHELTER AND SOMETIMESAN ADDITIONAL FOOD SOURCE. IT IS COMMON
ON ROCKY SEABEDS AT DEPTHS OF 20 TO 40 METRES, WHERE IT FUNCTIONS AS BOTH PREDATOR AND SCAVENGER. HERMIT CRABS ARE
REGARDED AS “ECOSYSTEM ENGINEERS" BECAUSE THEY KEEP SHELL DEBRIS IN CIRCULATION, PREVENTING IT FROM BECOMING BURIED IN
SEDIMENTS.

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

Q

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON SYMBIOSIS

THE SHELLS INHABITED BY

IN THE NORTHERN ADRIATIC, THE SPECIES IS TYPICALLY FOUND ON ROCKY OUTCROPS KNOWN AS “TEGNUE”, BUT IT ALSO OCCURS IN THE :gggﬂg :TF?E»“DB&#T\F:'ET%TSESA

LAGOON AND ON DEEPER BOTTOMS NEAR THE HARBOUR MOUTHS. ANEMONE Calliactis parasitica.
THIS MUTUALISTIC
RELATIONSHIP GIVES
THE ANEMONE MOBILITY,
WHILE THE CRAB GAINS

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION EXTRA PROTECTION

FROM PREDATORS.

WHEN THE CRAB CHANGES

THE ROSTRUM IS POINTED AND SLIGHTLY LONGER THAN THE LATERAL SPINES. AROUND THE EYES ARE WELL-SPACED SCALES, EACH TIPPED WITH fsghgggéﬁ:g“w ONE
A SPINE; THE ANTENNAL SCALE CARRIES FOUR TO SIX SPINES NEAR THE BASE. THE CHELIPEDS (CLAWS) ARE SIMILAR IN SIZE, WITH THICKENED AS WELL.

BLACK TIPS. THEY ARE COVERED WITH GRANULES AND YELLOW BRISTLES AND BEAR A DISTINCTIVE VIOLET PATCH ON THE INNER FRONT SURFACE
OF THE MERUS (THE FOURTH SEGMENT). THE DACTYL OF THE FOURTH PEREOPOD DOES NOT FORM A PINCER. ITS COLOUR IS RUSTY TO BRICK RED,
WITH A BRIGHT RED BAND NEAR THE TIPS OF THE SECOND AND THIRD DACTYLS. THE CORNEA IS BLUE, AND THE ANTENNAE ARE RED.

IT DIFFERS FROM Pagurus streaensis AND Clibanarius erythropus, WHICH LACK THE VIOLET PATCH ON THE MERUS, AND FROM Pagurus syrtensis,
WHICH HAS A BROADER ROSTRUM AND A CREAMY-WHITE BODY.
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