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THE SMOOTH SCALLOP IS A PECTINID BIVALVE. TOGETHER WITH OTHER COMMERCIALLY IMPORTANT SPECIES SUCH AS THE GREAT SCALLOP
AND THE VARIEGATED SCALLOP, IT BELONGS TO THE SUBFAMILY PECTININAE, ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE GROUPS WORLDWIDE, WITH OVER 500

SPECIES,

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION
LENGTH: 7cm THIS SPECIES IS FOUND IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND BLACK SEAS, AS WELL AS ALONG THE EASTERN
WEIGHT: 20 g ATLANTIC COASTS OF SPAIN, PORTUGAL AND FRANCE.

ECOLOGY

THE SMOOTH SCALLOP IS A FILTER FEEDER THAT LIVES ON THE SEABED AS PART OF THE EPIBENTHOS. IT USUALLY RESTS ON THE SEDIMENT AND
ONLY RARELY PRODUCES A BYSSUS TO ANCHOR ITSELF. IT IS FOUND AT DEPTHS RANGING FROM JUST A FEW METRES TO OVER 600 METRES. THIS
SCALLOP IS CAPABLE OF SHORT BURSTS OF MOVEMENT BY RAPIDLY EXPELLING WATER BETWEEN ITS VALVES, CONTRACTING AND RELAXING THE
ADDUCTOR MUSCLE THAT OPENS AND CLOSES THE SHELL. THESE MOVEMENTS ARE MAINLY ESCAPE RESPONSES, TRIGGERED BY SUDDEN
CHANGES IN WATER PRESSURE OR LIGHT INTENSITY. ALONG THE EDGE OF THE MANTLE, THE SPECIES HAS LIGHT-SENSITIVE EYE SPOTS WITH
LENS-LIKE ELEMENTS, ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT FORM IMAGES. THE MANTLE IS ALSO FRINGED WITH SENSORY TENTACLES THAT EXTEND INTO THE
SURROUNDING WATER. THE SPECIES IS CONSIDERED A SIMULTANEOUS HERMAPHRODITE, BUT ITS REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY REMAINS POORLY
UNDERSTOOD. IT IS KNOWN, HOWEVER, TO REACH SEXUAL MATURITY AT AROUND 22-24 mm IN SIZE, A STAGE REACHED WITHIN ONLY 8-9 MONTHS.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

&

POLYMORPHISM

THE SPECIES IS COMMONLY LANDED BY FISHING FLEETS FROM CHIOGGIA AND CAORLE, CAUGHT WITH ACTIVE NETS. IN THE LAGOON ITS
DISTRIBUTION IS PATCHY, WITH POPULATIONS FLUCTUATING WIDELY, AND IT OCCURS MAINLY NEAR THE HARBOUR MOUTHS. IN THE PAST, SMOOTH
SCALLOP WERE OFTEN EATEN RAW, WHICH IS WHY THEY WERE GENERALLY AVOIDED DURING THE WARMER MONTHS. IN VENETIAN DIALECT THEY
ARE KNOWN AS “CANESTREO BIANCO".

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

IN THE NORTHERM ADRIATIC,
THIS SPECIES SHOWS
MARKED POLYMORPHISM IN
BOTH RIB NUMBER

AND SHELL COLOUR.

THIS ONCE LED RESEARCHERS
TO BELIEVE THERE WERE
TWO DISTINCT SPECIES

(F. glaber AND F. proteus),
BUT THEY HAVE SINCE BEEN
SHOWN TO BE GENETICALLY
INDISTINGUISHABLE.

THE SHELL OF THE SMOOTH SCALLOP IS THIN, FRAGILE AND ASYMMETRICAL. IT IS USUALLY SUBCIRCULAR OR SLIGHTLY OVAL, WITH THE RIGHT
VALVE (THE ONE RESTING ON THE SEABED IN LIFE) SLIGHTLY MORE CONVEX THAN THE LEFT. THE VALVES CARRY BETWEEN 7 AND 15 RADIAL RIBS,
GENERALLY LOW AND SOMETIMES CROSSED BY FINE CONCENTRIC STRIATIONS. SHELL COLOUR IS HIGHLY VARIABLE, RANGING FROM CREAM TO
YELLOW-ORANGE, PINKISH OR REDDISH-BROWN, OFTEN WITH DARKER RADIAL BANDS OR MARBLED PATTERNS. THE OUTER SURFACE IS SMOOTH
AND GLOSSY, OR SLIGHTLY MATT (HENCE THE NAME “glaber”, LATIN FOR “SMOOTH"), WHILE THE INNER SURFACE IS SMOOTH AND PEARLY.
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