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THE WARTY CRAB IS THE LARGEST SHALLOW-WATER CRAB IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. IT IS RECOGNISED BY ITS HEAVY CARAPACE, COVERED WITH

BUMPS AND TUBERCLES THAT GIVE THE SPECIES ITS COMMON NAME.

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION
CARAPACE WIDTH: 12 cm THIS CRAB IS WIDESPREAD ON ROCKY AND DETRITAL COASTS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN AND
WEIGHT: 600 g BLACK SEAS, AND ALONG THE EASTERN ATLANTIC FROM BRITTANY TO MAURITANIA.

ECOLOGY

THE WARTY CRAB IS MAINLY NOCTURNAL AND CREPUSCULAR. AT NIGHT IT LEAVES ITS SHELTER AMONG ROCKS TO FORAGE, ALTHOUGH IT
USUALLY AVOIDS OPEN GROUND. ITS DIET CONSISTS LARGELY OF OTHER CRUSTACEANS, MOLLUSCS, ECHINODERMS AND OTHER
INVERTEBRATES, WHICH IT HUNTS ACTIVELY, THOUGH IT ALSO SCAVENGES CARRION WHEN AVAILABLE.

ITIS A STRONGLY TERRITORIAL SPECIES, AND AGGRESSIVE ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS ARE COMMON. MATING TAKES PLACE WHILE THE
FEMALE IS MOULTING: THE MALE TRANSFERS SPERMATOPHORES, WHICH THE FEMALE STORES AND LATER USES TO FERTILISE HER EGGS.

IN LAGUNA DI VENEZIA

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON, THE WARTY CRAB IS ABUNDANT IN AREAS WITH STRONG MARINE INFLUENCE AND CAN EVEN BE SEEN CLINGING TO
CITY WALLS. IT IS CAUGHT LOCALLY FORITS PRIZED MEAT. FISHING METHODS INCLUDE HAND COLLECTION, NETS AND BOAT LIGHTS, OR A SPECIAL
LOOP FIXED TO A POLE, USED TO CATCH ONE CLAW WHEN THE CRAB IS SPOTTED NEAR THE SURFACE.

IN VENETIAN DIALECT IT IS CALLED “GRANSIO PORO".

RICONOSCERE LA SPECIE

Q

PARASITISM

THIS SPECIES IS OFTEN
PARASITISED BY BARNACLES
OF THE GENUS Sacculina,
WHICH CAN PROFOUNDLY
ALTER THE HOST'S
BEHAVIOUR AND FEEDING.
IN MALES, INFECTION MAY
DISRUPT HORMONAL
BALANCE TO THE EXTENT OF

THIS SPECIES IS EASILY RECOGNISED BY ITS BROADLY HEXAGONAL CARAPACE, WITH ANTENNAE SET AT THE OUTER MARGIN, A FEATURE THAT
DISTINGUISHES IT FROM MANY OTHER CRABS. THE CARAPACE AND CLAWS ARE COVERED WITH TUBERCLES, EITHER ISOLATED OR GROUPED IN
PAIRS OR TRIPLETS. THE FRONT MARGIN HAS TWO U-SHAPED DEPRESSIONS HOUSING THE EYE STALKS, FLANKED ON EACH SIDE BY SIX OR SEVEN
PROMINENT SPINES. THE CLAWS ARE ASYMMETRICAL, THEIR OUTER MARGINS COVERED WITH TUBERCLES, EACH TIPPED WITH DARK PIGMENT.
THE PROPODUS AND DACTYLUS, THE LAST TWO SEGMENTS FORMING THE CLAW, ARE BLACK. THE WALKING LEGS ARE WELL DEVELOPED,
SUBCYLINDRICAL, SMOOTH ON BOTH DORSAL AND VENTRAL SURFACES, AND OFTEN BEAR BRISTLES OF DIFFERENT LENGTHS. COLOURATION IS
VARIABLE: THE DORSAL SURFACE RANGES FROM DARK BROWN TO DEEP ORANGE, WHILE THE UNDERSIDE IS PALE ORANGE TO CREAMY WHITE.
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