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THE EUROPEAN SEABASS IS PERHAPS THE MOST ICONIC PREDATORY FISH OF ITALY’S COASTAL WATERS. IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS OFTEN
REFERRED TO BY THE EMBLEMATIC NICKNAME “THE QUEEN".

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION
LENGTH: UP TO 100 cm (COMMONLY 35-50 cm) PRESENT THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND ALONG THE EASTERN ATLANTIC COASTS,
WEIGHT: UP TO 12 kg FROM NORWAY TO SENEGAL.

* BREEDING PERIOD * JUCN CONSERVATION STATUS * * |talian Red List
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ECOLOGY

THE EUROPEAN SEABASS IS A GENERALLY GREGARIOUS SPECIES, ESPECIALLY DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF LIFE. IT INHABITS ROCKY, SANDY OR
MUDDY BOTTOMS, WHETHER BARE OR COVERED WITH VEGETATION, TYPICALLY AT DEPTHS OF BETWEEN 2 AND 30 METRES. A EURYHALINE
SPECIES , IT TOLERATES WIDE FLUCTUATIONS IN SALINITY AND OCCURS IN BOTH MARINE AND BRACKISH WATERS. IT FREQUENTLY ENTERS THE
SALT WEDGE AT RIVER MOUTHS, SOMETIMES TRAVELLING SEVERAL KILOMETRES UPSTREAM AND ADAPTING TO CONDITIONS CLOSE TO
FRESHWATER. IT DOES NOT EXHIBIT PRONOUNCED SEXUAL DIMORPHISM, ALTHOUGH FROM THE THIRD YEAR OF LIFE ONWARDS, FEMALES TEND
TO GROW MORE RAPIDLY THAN MALES.

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

ETYMOLOGY

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

THE EUROPEAN SEABASS IS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL PREDATORY FISH SPECIES IN LAGOON ENVIRONMENTS. LIKE OTHER MIGRATORY SPECIES, Tga;%ﬁg’*&ﬂﬁms

IT ENTERS THE LAGOON FROM COASTAL MARINE HABITATS IN SPRING DURING ITS JUVENILE PHASE, MAKING USE OF SHALLOW-WATER FROM THE ITALIAN WORD
ENVIRONMENTS THAT OFFER SHELTER, WARMER AND CALMER WATERS, AND ABUNDANT FOOD RESOURCES. UNLIKE OTHER MIGRATORY SPECIES, ;\AB;:NFTSEIET'LLS
HOWEVER, THE SEABASS MAY REMAIN IN LAGOON ENVIRONMENTS EVEN DURING THE COLDER MONTHS, RESIDING IN DEEPER WATERS. THE EUROPEAN SEABASS

IN VENETIAN DIALECT IT IS CALLED “BRANSIN” {ADULT), “RAGNOLO” (SMALL-SIZED JUVENILE) OR “BAICOLO” (LARGER JUVENILE). DISPLAYS ITS GILLS AS A
DEFENSIVE BEHAVIOUR,

FLARING THE OPERCULA,

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION WHOSE SERRATED AND
SPINY MARGINS SERVE
AS PROTECTION

THE BODY OF THE EUROPEAN SEABASS IS STREAMLINED AND SLIGHTLY LATERALLY COMPRESSED, WITH A GENTLY CONVEX DORSAL PROFILE AND AGAINST PREDATORS.

AN ALMOST STRAIGHT VENTRAL PROFILE. THE HEAD IS LARGE AND ENDS IN A POINTED SNOUT. THE MOUTH IS ALSO LARGE, POSITIONED MEDIALLY,
SLIGHTLY PROTRUSIBLE, AND EQUIPPED WITH SMALL TEETH ON BOTH JAWS. TEETH ARE ALSO PRESENT ON THE VOMER, PALATINE BONES AND

TONGUE. THE MARGIN OF THE OPERCULUM BEARS TWO BACKWARD-POINTING SPINES, ALONG WITH A SERRATED AND SHARP EDGE. THE SPECIES D
HAS TWO DORSAL FINS: THE FIRST ORIGINATES ALMOST AT THE SAME LEVEL AS THE PECTORAL FINS, WHILE THE SECOND, SLIGHTLY LARGER,
IS LOCATED BEHIND THE FIRST AND DOES NOT REACH THE CAUDAL PEDUNCLE. THE ANAL FIN IS SLIGHTLY SHORTER THAN THE SECOND DORSAL IN THE TRADITION

FIN AND IS POSITIONED ALMOST SYMMETRICALLY OPPOSITE TO IT. THE CAUDAL FIN IS LARGE, HOMOCERCAL AND SLIGHTLY FORKED. IN LATIN, THIS FISH WAS
THE COLOURATION IS GREY ON THE BACK, SILVERY ALONG THE SIDES, AND WHITISH ON THE BELLY. DEPENDING ON THE HABITAT, THE FISH MAY KNOWN AS “LUPUS,

A NAME THAT SURVIVES IN
TAKE ON A GREENISH HUE. A FAINT DARK SPOT IS USUALLY VISIBLE ON THE UPPER PART OF THE OPERCULUM. SOME ITALIAN REGIONS

(“LOVO", “LOVASO")
S — AND IN CERTAIN FOREIGN
- LOCALITIES, SUCH AS
SPAIN (LUBINA) AND
SOUTHERN FRANCE (LOUP).
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