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ID CARD

Cratena peregrina|S ONE OF THE MOST COMMON NUDIBRANCHS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. THOUGH SMALL, IT IS EASILY RECOGNISED BY ITS VIVID

BODY EXTENSIONS, WHICH GIVE IT A STRIKING APPEARANCE.

* SIZE

LENGTH:25-30 mm (MAX 50 mm)
WEIGHT =2¢g

* DISTRIBUTION

THIS SPECIES IS ENDEMIC TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BUT HAS ALSO BEEN
RECORDED IN THE EASTERN ATLANTIC.

ECOLOGY

IT LIVES MAINLY ON CORALLIGENOUS AND ROCKY SEABEDS BUT ALSO OCCURS ON LOOSE SUBSTRATES IN SHALLOW WATERS. IT FAVOURS
WELL-LIT HABITATS WITHIN THE PHYTAL ZONE. ITS DIET IS COMPOSED LARGELY OF HYDROIDS OF THE GENUS Eudendrium, ON WHICH IT CAN FEED
AT IMPRESSIVE RATES, CONSUMING UP TO 200 POLYPS PER HOUR. EGGS, ABOUT 90 ym IN DIAMETER, ARE LAID IN WHITISH OR FAINTLY PINK
RIBBONS, USUALLY IN THE SAME AREAS WHERE THE ADULTS FEED.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

e

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON, Cratena peregrina IS MOST COMMON IN AUTUMN AND WINTER, ESPECIALLY IN AREAS WITH STRONG MARINE
INFLUENCE. IT IS FOUND ON SANDY, MUDDY OR MIXED BOTTOMS, AS WELL AS ON HARD SUBSTRATES.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

DEFENCE AGAINST PREDATORS

THIS SPECIES CAN
SEQUESTER THE CNIDOCYSTS
(STINGING CAPSULES) OF THE
HYDROIDS IT FEEDS ON,
STORING THEM IN
SPECIALISED STRUCTURES

THE BODY IS SLENDER AND WHITISH, BEARING NUMEROUS LONG, NARROW CERATA, USUALLY GROUPED INTO AS MANY AS 18 CLUSTERS
ARRANGED SYMMETRICALLY ALONG THE BODY. THE CERATA ARE MOSTLY TRANSPARENT, SHOWING THE COLOUR OF THE DIGESTIVE GLANDS
INSIDE (YELLOW-BROWN OR RED), AND EACH ENDS IN A WHITISH STRUCTURE KNOWN AS A CNIDOSAC. ON THE HEAD THERE ARE A PAIR OF
SMOOTH, ELONGATED RHINOPHORES, WHITISH WITH ORANGE TIPS. THE SPECIES ALSO HAS VERY LONG ORAL TENTACLES AND A DIAGNOSTIC
FEATURE UNIQUE TO IT: TWO ORANGE SPOTS ON THE UPPER SIDE OF THE HEAD. THE FOOT IS WHITE, WITH TWO SHORT, SUBTRIANGULAR LOBES
AT THE FRONT.
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CALLED CNIDOSACS AT

THE TIPS OF THE CERATA.
THIS PROVIDES AN EFFECTIVE
DETERRENT AGAINST
POTENTIAL PREDATORS.




