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Cereus
pedunculatus

(PENNANT, 1777)
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PHYLUM CNIDARIA
CLASS HEXACORALLIA
ORDER ACTINIARIA
FAMILY SAGARTIIDAE

ID CARD

Cereus pedunculatus|S A SEA ANEMONE WITH STRIKINGLY MOTTLED COLOURS, TYPICALLY FOUND ON HARD SUBSTRATES.

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION
MAXIMUM SIZE: 100 mm WIDESPREAD IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND THE ATLANTIC OCEAN.
* BREEDING SEASON s JUCN CONSERVATION STATUS * * |talian Red List
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ECOLOGY

THIS ANEMONE IS CHARACTERISTIC OF COASTAL HABITATS, WHERE IT IS COMMON IN ROCK CREVICES, HOLLOWS AND AMONG CORALLINE ALGAE, ADDITIONAL NOTES...
FROM THE LOW-TIDE MARK DOWN TO ABOUT 30 METRES. IT IS ALSO FREQUENTLY FOUND IN TIDE POOLS. WHEN FINE SEDIMENTS COVER THE -
SUBSTRATE, ONLY THE CROWN OF TENTACLES REMAINS VISIBLE, WHILE THE REST OF THE BODY STAYS BURIED. IT GENERALLY AVOIDS STRONG
LIGHT, RETRACTING INTO THE SEDIMENT WHEN ILLUMINATION IS TOO INTENSE. THE SEXES ARE USUALLY SEPARATE, ALTHOUGH HERMAPHRODITIC @

INDIVIDUALS ARE OCCASIONALLY RECORDED. (§

INTERESTING FACT

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

THIS SPECIES HAS

REMARKABLE RETRACTIVE
ABILITY: WHEN ITS SHORT

IT 1S COMMON IN THE NORTHERN ADRIATIC, INCLUDING THE MORE MARINE-INFLUENCED ZONES OF THE VENETIAN LAGOON. IT OCCURS ON ROCKY TENTACLES ARE TOUCHED,

SEABEDS SUCH AS THE “TEGNUE” (CARBONATE ROCKY OUTCROPS) AND ON ARTIFICIAL REEFS BUT IS ALSO FOUND ON SANDY BOTTOMS ATTACHED IT WITHDRAWS AT ONCE,
TO SOLID DEBRIS SUCH AS EMPTY SHELLS. oot O

IT REACTS IN THE SAME WAY

WHEN EXPOSED

TO STRONG LIGHT.
SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

THE UPPER BODY WALL BEARS NUMEROUS IRREGULAR WHITISH VERRUCAE THAT FUNCTION LIKE SUCTION CUPS, TRAPPING SMALL PARTICLES.
THE ORAL DISC OFTEN HAS A WAVY MARGIN AND MAY EXTEND OUTWARD, PROJECTING FROM THE BODY LIKE THE CAP OF A MUSHROOM. MORE THAN
700 TENTACLES ARE ARRANGED IN EIGHT CONCENTRIC CIRCLES ON THE DISC; THEY ARE DELICATE AND SHORT, THOUGH THEIR LENGTH VARIES
BETWEEN ROWS. COLOURATION IS HIGHLY VARIABLE, USUALLY WITH A YELLOW, WHITE OR BROWN BASE, WHILE THE TENTACLES AND ORAL DISC ARE
OFTEN SPECKLED OR FINELY PATTERNED.
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