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THE GRASS GOBY, DESPITE ITS GRAND-SOUNDING NAME WHICH MEANS “WEAVER OF Zostera WITH A SNAKE-SHAPED HEAD”, IS A PEACEFUL FISH

THAT INHABITS MANY MEDITERRANEAN LAGOONS.

* SIZE

LENGTH: 10-20 cm (MAX: 25 cm)
WEIGHT: 120 g (MAX: 300 g)

* DISTRIBUTION

* BREEDING SEASON * [JUCN CONSERVATION STATUS*

PRESENT ALONG THE COASTS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA, THE BLACK SEA AND THE SEA OF AZOV.

* |talian Red List
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ECOLOGY

THE GRASS GOBY IS A EURYHALINE SPECIES, ABLE TO TOLERATE WIDE FLUCTUATIONS IN SALINITY. IT INHABITS SANDY OR MUDDY BOTTOMS IN
LAGOON AND ESTUARINE ENVIRONMENTS, GENERALLY BETWEEN ONE AND FIVE METRES DEEP. AS AN ADULT, IT FEEDS ON A WIDE RANGE OF BENTHIC
INVERTEBRATES, INCLUDING MOLLUSCS, CRUSTACEANS AND POLYCHAETES, BUT IT ALSO PREYS ON SMALL FISH AND THE FRY OF OTHER SPECIES.
THE SPECIES EXHIBITS DISTINCTIVE REPRODUCTIVE BEHAVIOUR. LARGE PARENTAL MALES DIG A NEST BENEATH THE ROOT SYSTEMS OF Zostera
OR OTHER AQUATIC PLANTS IN SHALLOW AREAS. THEY THEN ATTRACT MULTIPLE FEMALES TO LAY THEIR EGGS INSIDE THE NEST. IN ADDITION TO
THE PARENTAL MALES, SMALLER MALES KNOWN AS “SNEAKERS" IMITATE FEMALES IN ORDER TO GAIN ACCESS TO THE NEST AND FERTILISE
A PORTION OF THE EGGS LAID.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

D)

CALLS AND VOCALISATIONS
THE GRASS GOBY ONE OF

THE GRASS GOBY COMPLETES ITS ENTIRE LIFE CYCLE WITHIN THE LAGOON ENVIRONMENT. IT IS COMMON IN A VARIETY OF SHALLOW HABITATS,
BOTH VEGETATED AND UNVEGETATED, ALTHOUGH IT IS ESPECIALLY ABUNDANT IN SEAGRASS BEDS, WHICH ALSO SERVE AS ITS PREFERRED
REPRODUCTIVE HABITAT. IT HAS LONG BEEN ONE OF THE MAIN SPECIES CAUGHT IN TRADITIONAL LAGOON FISHERIES. ONCE VERY ABUNDANT,
IT WAS CONSIDERED FOOD FOR THE POOR. TODAY IT IS REGARDED AS A DELICACY AND COMMANDS HIGH MARKET PRICES. IN VENETIAN DIALECT
IT IS CALLED “GO” (INDIVIDUALS OVER 15 cm), “MACIAREA” (INDIVIDUALS UNDER 15 cm) AND “PANSONEA” (REPRODUCTIVE FEMALE).

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

SEVERAL FISH SPECIES
CAPABLE OF PRODUCING
SOUNDS.

PARENTAL MALES EMIT
VOCALISATIONS TO ATTRACT
FEMALES INTO THE NEST,
WHERE THEY LAY THEIR EGGS.

THE BODY IS ROBUST AND CLUB SHAPED, WITH A LARGE MOUTH SET IN THE MIDLINE AND THICK LIPS. THE PELVIC FINS ARE ELONGATED AND
POSITIONED JUST BEHIND THE PECTORAL FINS. AS IN ALL MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY, THEY ARE FUSED TO FORM A BASAL DISC THAT ENABLES
THE FISH TO CLING TO THE SUBSTRATE, USING THE FINS LIKE A SUCTION CUP. THE BODY IS COVERED WITH A THICK LAYER OF MUCUS. MALES
REACH LARGER SIZES THAN FEMALES. THE COLOURATION IS YELLOWISH GREEN, WITH NUMEROUS IRREGULAR BROWN MARBLED BLOTCHES ON THE
FLANKS, BACK AND OPERCULA. COLOUR INTENSITY DEPENDS ON BOTH DIET AND HABITAT: IT TENDS TO BE LIGHTER IN UNVEGETATED SANDY OR
MUDDY AREAS AND DARKER IN VEGETATED ENVIRONMENTS. THE BELLY IS PALER, TENDING TOWARDS WHITE, AND IN REPRODUCTIVE FEMALES
IT SHOWS A SOFT YELLOW HUE.
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