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THE GREATER FLAMINGO, A BIRD WITH AN UNMISTAKABLE SHAPE AND STRIKING COLOURS, IS BECOMING AN INCREASINGLY FREQUENT

SIGHT IN THE LAGOONS AND FISH-FARMING VALLEYS OF THE NORTHERN ADRIATIC COAST.

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION

LENGTH: 120-150 cm
WINGSPAN: 135-165 cm
ALSO WINTERS.
* BREEDING SEASON (nesting in Veneto) * [JUCN CONSERVATION STATUS*

WIDESPREAD IN THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN, AFRICA, THE MIDDLE EAST AND INDIA. IN ITALY, IT IS
A SEDENTARY SPECIES AND, SINCE 1993, A BREEDING ONE. IT IS PARTIALLY MIGRATORY AND
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THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, THE SPECIES FORMS VERY LARGE COLONIES, WHICH MAY NUMBER THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUALS. IT GENERALLY
INHABITS COASTAL WETLANDS WITH SHALLOW, STILL WATERS. IT IS PARTICULARLY COMMON IN THE BRACKISH BASINS OF LAGOONS,
FISH-FARMING VALLEYS AND SALTPANS. IT BUILDS ITS NEST BY PILING UP MUD AND SHAPING A DEPRESSION IN THE CENTRE. THE GREATER
FLAMINGO FEEDS BY FILTERING MUD IN SHALLOW WATER AND RETAINING SMALL INVERTEBRATES AND MICROALGAE WITH THE LAMELLAE INSIDE
ITS BILL. IT USES TWO ALTERNATIVE FEEDING STRATEGIES. IT MAY SWEEP ITS BILL FROM SIDE TO SIDE OVER THE SEDIMENT, CREATING SMALL
CHANNELS, OR STIR THE SEDIMENT WITH ITS FEET, FORMING SHALLOW DEPRESSIONS. THESE STRATEGIES ARE USED ACCORDING TO THE TYPE
AND QUANTITY OF AVAILABLE PREY.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

@

COLORING

WHEN THE DIET ISRICH IN
CRUSTACEANS CONTAINING
BETA-CAROTENE, THIS
PIGMENT ACCUMULATES IN
THE FEATHERS, GIVING

SINCE 2007, WINTERING COLONIES HAVE BEEN RECORDED IN THE SHALLOW WATERS AND FISH-FARMING VALLEYS OF THE NORTHERN AND
CENTRAL LAGOON. IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR, THE FIRST NESTING EVENT WAS DOCUMENTED IN THE NORTHERN LAGOON.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

THE GREATER FLAMINGO A
PROGRESSIVELY DEEPER
PINK COLOUR WITH AGE.

A LARGE BIRD WITH A DISTINCTIVE APPEARANCE, WITH A VERY LONG NECK AND LEGS. THE NECK IS USUALLY HELD FOLDED WHEN THE BIRD IS ON
THE GROUND, WHILE IN FLIGHT IT IS STRETCHED OUT ALONG WITH THE LEGS. THE BILL HAS A CHARACTERISTIC CURVED SHAPE. ADULT PLUMAGE
RANGES FROM WHITE TO PINK OVER MOST OF THE BODY, WITH BLACK AND RED AREAS ON THE WINGS. THE LEGS AND BILL ARE PINK, WITH THE
TIP OF THE BILL BLACK. THERE IS NO EVIDENT SEXUAL DIMORPHISM. JUVENILES HAVE WHITE AND GREY PLUMAGE, WITH LEGS AND BILL OF
THE SAME COLOUR.
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THE SPECIES IS
PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE
TO LEAD POISONING,
CAUSED BY THE INGESTING
HUNTING PELLETS
DEPOSITED

IN THE SEDIMENT.



