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KINGDOM ANIMALIA
PHYLUM  ARTHROPODA
CLASS MALACOSTRACA
ORDER ISOPODA
FAMILY IDOTEIDAE

ID CARD

Idotea balthicalS A SMALL AQUATIC CRUSTACEAN FOUND IN VEGETATED HABITATS, BOTH IN LAGOONS AND ALONG MARINE COASTS.

* SIZE * REPRODUCTION (in the Venice Lagoon) * DISTRIBUTION
LENGTH: 20-22 mm (MALE), FOUND IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA, ATLANTIC OCEAN, BALTIC

15-17 mm (FEMALE). @:M JJA S‘OD SEA AND BLACK SEA. IT HAS ALSO REACHED THE RED SEA

THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL.

ECOLOGY

Idotea balthicalS A HARDY, GENERALIST HERBIVORE. IT IS COMMON IN TIDE POOLS AND HARBOUR BASINS, LIVING IN BOTH MARINE AND BRACKISH
WATERS. IT CAN BE FOUND AMONG PLANT DEBRIS OR ATTACHED TO MACROALGAE, ESPECIALLY Fucus AND Ulva, AS WELL AS ON SEAGRASS
LEAVES. IT IS PREYED ON BY MANY FISH THAT RELY ON VISION TO FIND AND CAPTURE IT. IN RESPONSE, IT SHOWS SEVERAL ANTI-PREDATOR
STRATEGIES: REDUCED ACTIVITY IN DAYLIGHT, PREFERENCE FOR BROWN ALGAE AS SHELTER (DESPITE BEING LESS NUTRITIOUS), CRYPTIC ADDITIONAL NOTES...
COLOURATION, AND CHEMOSENSORY-TACTILE RECEPTORS THAT DETECT FISH AND TRIGGER RAPID HIDING. MALES ARE LARGER THAN FEMALES
AND GUARD THEM DURING MOULTING. MATING TAKES PLACE AT THIS STAGE, WHEN THE BROOD POUCH OF MATURE FEMALES IS EXPOSED AND
HOLDS THE EGGS. AFTER ABOUT THREE WEEKS THE YOUNG ARE RELEASED, AND A NEW BROOD IS PRODUCED. SEXUAL MATURITY IS REACHED ©

AFTER 6-12 MONTHS. MALES DIE AFTER MATING, WHILE FEMALE MORTALITY INCREASES AFTER RELEASING THE JUVENILES. (§

MALE AND FEMALE
BEHAVIOUR

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON
“RECKLESS MALES,

RATIONAL FEMALES"

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON THE SPECIES IS COMMON AND SOMETIMES ABUNDANT, WITH WIDE VARIATION IN SHAPE AND COLOUR. IT MOVES WITHIN IS THE TITLE OF A STUDY

THE LAGOON BOTH ACTIVELY AND BY DRIFTING ON FLOATING PLANT MATTER, STAYING ATTACHED TO ALGAL THALLI OR SEAGRASS LEAVES UNTIL I 1N MALE AND.

IT REACHES SUITABLE AREAS. FEMALE Idotea balthica.
THE STUDY SHOWED
THAT FEMALES MAKE
CAUTIOUS, RISK-AWARE
CHOICES, WHILE MALES
BEHAVE MORE BOLDLY.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

Idotea balthica HAS A FLATTENED BODY WITH THORACIC SEGMENTS OF NEARLY EQUAL LENGTH. THE SIDES OF THE HEAD ARE SMOOTH AND THE
EYES ARE LATERAL. THE UROPODS (THE LAST ABDOMINAL APPENDAGES) ARE SET LATERALLY BENEATH THE PLEOTELSON (THE FINAL BODY
SEGMENT). IT IS RECOGNISED BY ITS PLEOTELSON, WITH MARGINS TAPERING TO A CONE AND ENDING IN THREE POINTS. ITS COLOUR MAY BE
GREENISH, DARK BROWN OR PINK, OFTEN WITH DARKER SPOTS OR BANDS.
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