Hippocampus
guttulatus

CUVIER, 1829

KINGDOM ANIMALIA

PHYLUM CHORDATA
CLASS  ACTINOPTERYGII
ORDER  SYNGNATHIFORMES
FAMILY ~ SYNGNATHIDAE

ID CARD

BIODIVERSITY
GATEWARY

THE LONG-SNOUTED SEAHORSE IS ONE OF THE MOST RECOGNISABLE AND ICONIC FISH. LACKING CAUDAL AND PELVIC FINS, IT HAS A
PREHENSILE TAILWITH WHICH IT CLINGS TO SUBSTRATES. AS IN OTHER SPECIES OF THE SAME FAMILY, IT DISPLAYS REVERSED REPRODUCTIVE ROLES:

THE MALE INCUBATES THE EGGS AND HATCHES THEM IN AN ABDOMINAL POUCH.

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION

MAXIMUM LENGTH: 18 cm

THE AZORES.
* BREEDING SEASON

IUCN CONSERVATION STATUS *

PRESENT THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN, IN THE BLACK SEA, AND IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN
FROM THE BRITISH ISLES TO MOROCCO, AS WELL AS IN THE CANARY ISLANDS, MADEIRA AND
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ECOLOGY

THE LONG-SNOUTED SEAHORSE IS A SOLITARY SPECIES THAT INHABITS SANDY OR DETRITAL BOTTOMS, BOTH BARE AND VEGETATED, GENERALLY
BETWEEN 1 AND 10 METRES IN DEPTH, ALTHOUGH IT CAN REACH 30 METRES. DURING THE BREEDING SEASON, AFTER COURTSHIP MARKED BY AN
ELABORATE NUPTIAL DANCE, THE FEMALE DEPOSITS THE EGGS IN THE MALE'S BROOD POUCH, WHERE THEY ARE FERTILISED AND NOURISHED,
AND FROM WHICH FULLY FORMED JUVENILES EMERGE. ITS DIET CONSISTS OF BENTHIC CRUSTACEANS, FISH LARVAE AND PLANKTONIC
ORGANISMS. THE LONG-SNOUTED SEAHORSE FEEDS BY RAPIDLY TURNING ITS HEAD AND SUCKING IN PREY WITH ITS PIPETTE-SHAPED MOUTH.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

o

COMMERCIAL VALUE

THE SPECIES IS PRESENT IN THE LAGOON, WHERE INDIVIDUALS CAN BE SEEN CLINGING BY THEIR PREHENSILE TAILS TO THE LEAVES OF AQUATIC
PLANTS, MACROALGAE AND OTHER HARD SUBSTRATES, INCLUDING ARTIFICIAL ONES. IT GENERALLY FAVOURS RELATIVELY DEEP BOTTOMS AND
STABLE ENVIRONMENTS, SUCH AS THE EDGES OF LAGOON CHANNELS WITH SEAGRASS VEGETATION, BUT IT IS ALSO OCCASIONALLY OBSERVED
IN SHALLOW WATERS. LAGOON POPULATIONS ARE RESIDENT AND SPEND THEIR ENTIRE LIVES IN THIS ENVIRONMENT.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

LONG-SNCUTED SEAHORSES
HAVE NO COMMERCIAL VALUE
AS FOOD, BUT THEY ARE IN
DEMAND AS AQUARIUM FISH
AND ARE CONSIDERED IN
TRADITIONAL CHINESE
MEDICINE TO HAVE
THERAPEUTIC PROPERTIES.

THE BODY OF THE LONG-SNOUTED SEAHORSE IS COVERED WITH DERMAL PLATES AND HAS A DISTINCTIVE SHAPE THAT DIFFERS MARKEDLY FROM
THE LATERALLY COMPRESSED FORM OF MOST FISH. ITS COLOUR IS BROWNISH-GREY OR YELLOW, SOMETIMES WITH ALTERNATING SMALL LIGHT
AND DARK SPOTS ON THE BACK, FLANKS AND BELLY. THE HEAD IS LARGE AND SET AT A RIGHT ANGLE TO THE REST OF THE BODY; THE SNOUT IS
POINTED AND ENDS IN A SMALL MOUTH, SET OBLIQUELY UPWARDS AND LACKING TEETH. THE EYES ARE LARGE AND CIRCULAR. THE PECTORAL FINS
ARE MODERATELY DEVELOPED AND LOCATED ON THE HEAD; THERE IS A SINGLE DORSAL FIN, WHILE PELVIC AND CAUDAL FINS ARE ABSENT. THE
SPECIES OFTEN HAS WELL-DEVELOPED FLESHY TUBERCLES ON THE HEAD AND DORSAL REGION, ESPECIALLY IN MALES. THERE IS MARKED SEXUAL
DIMORPHISM: THE MALE HAS A BROOD POUCH IN WHICH THE EGGS ARE HELD UNTIL HATCHING. IN THE ADRIATIC IT CAN BE CONFUSED WITH
Hippocampus hippocampus, WHICH HAS A MUCH SHORTER SNOUT.
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PROTECTION

ALL SPECIES OF THE GENUS
Hippocampus ARE
PROTECTED UNDER THE
WASHINGTON CONVENTION
(CITES), WHICH STRICTLY
REGULATES THEIR TRADE TO
PROTECT THEM FROM THE
RISK OF EXTINCTION.



