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LITTLE NEPTUNE SEAGRASS IS A SUBMERGED AQUATIC PLANT THAT GROWS ON COARSE SANDY SEABEDS. IT DEVELOPS A DENSE NETWORK OF

UNDERGROUND STEMS THAT STABILISE THE SEDIMENT.

* SIZE
AVERAGE LEAF LENGTH: 10-60 cm

* DISTRIBUTION

COASTS OF AFRICA.

* [UCN CONSERVATION STATUS*

.

* FLOWERING (in the Mediterranean)

SPECIES WIDESPREAD THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN AND ALONG THE ATLANTIC

*Global Red List
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ECOLOGY

Cymodocea nodosa IS AN AQUATIC PLANT WITH RHIZOMES AND ROOTS (A ROOTED HYDROPHYTE) THAT COLONISES WELL-OXYGENATED SANDY
BOTTOMS IN MARINE AND LAGOON ENVIRONMENTS. IT IS A THERMOPHILIC SPECIES THAT FAVOURS SALINITY SIMILAR TO SEAWATER AND,
IN COASTAL LAGOONS, IS MAINLY FOUND IN AREAS CLOSEST TO THE SEA INLETS. IT GROWS MOST COMMONLY ON PERMANENTLY SUBMERGED
BOTTOMS (SUBTIDAL), SOMETIMES SEVERAL METRES DEEP DEPENDING ON WATER TRANSPARENCY; IN SUCH CONDITIONS ITS LEAVES MAY REACH
150 cm IN LENGTH. IT TOLERATES EXPOSURE AT LOW TIDE, ALTHOUGH THIS GREATLY LIMITS LEAF GROWTH. IT FORMS DENSE MEADOWS THAT
HOST A RICH COMMUNITY OF EPIPHYTIC ORGANISMS AMONG THE LEAVES. WITH ITS LATERAL RHIZOMES, WHICH GROW OBLIQUELY FROM THE
MAIN RHIZOME, IT CREATES A NETWORK THAT PENETRATES THE SEDIMENT TO A DEPTH OF 30 TO 35 cm, HELPING TO STABILISE IT. REPRODUCTION
MAY BE VEGETATIVE, THROUGH STOLON EXTENSION, OR SEXUAL, THROUGH SEED GERMINATION. FLOWERS APPEAR IN MAY, AND THE FRUITS RIPEN
BETWEEN JULY AND AUGUST. IN THE NORTHERN ADRIATIC IT RETAINS ONLY THE UNDERGROUND RHIZOMES AND THE BASAL PARTS OF THE LEAF
BUNDLES DURING WINTER.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

ETYMOLOGY

THE GENERIC NAME DERIVES
FROM “CIMODOCE", ONE OF

IT FORMS MEADOWS ON SHALLOW BOTTOMS AND ALONG CHANNEL EDGES DOWN TO 4 TO 6 m IN DEPTH, IN AREAS OF STRONG MARINE INFLUENCE
IN THE SOUTHERN LAGOON AND NEAR THE THREE INLETS. HOWEVER, ISOLATED MEADOWS ARE ALSO FOUND IN INNER AREAS WHERE SALINITY
REMAINS HIGH. BECAUSE OF THE RELATIVELY LOW TEMPERATURES FOR THE SPECIES, REPRODUCTION IN THE LAGOON IS LARGELY VEGETATIVE
THROUGH RHIZOME EXTENSION AND DISPERSAL, WHILE SEXUAL REPRODUCTION IS RARE. ALL SUBMERGED AQUATIC PLANTS ARE TRADITIONALLY
KNOWN IN THE VENETIAN DIALECT AS “GRIZA” OR “ALGA DA CIOSI”.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

THE NEREID SEA NYMPHS
IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY.

)

Cymodocea nodosa IS A SPERMATOPHYTE (PHANEROGAM), A VASCULAR PLANT THAT PRODUCES FLOWERS, FRUITS AND SEEDS. IT IS EASILY
RECOGNISED BY ITS STURDY, PINKISH RED RHIZOMES, MARKED WITH CLEAR LEAF SCARS AT THE NODES. FROM THE RHIZOMES RISES A SHORT,
ERECT STEM BEARING TWO TO FOUR LINEAR, BRIGHT GREEN LEAVES, 3 TO 5 mm WIDE. THE LEAF TIPS ARE ROUNDED AND LACK THE CENTRAL
NOTCH TYPICAL OF THE GENUS Zostera. OTHER DIAGNOSTIC FEATURES INCLUDE THE LEAF MARGINS, WHICH ARE EQUIPPED WITH SMALL, HOOKED
TEETH, AND THE PRESENCE OF SEVEN VEINS OF EQUAL THICKNESS ON THE LEAF BLADE.
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NOT AN ALGA

THE VENETIAN DIALECT
NAME “ALGA DA CIOS|”
REFLECTS THE TRADITIONAL
BUT MISTAKEN ATTRIBUTION
OF AQUATIC PLANTS TO THE
GROUP OF ALGAE.




