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THE LAGOON COCKLE IS A BIVALVE MOLLUSC TYPICAL OF LAGOON HABITATS. IT HAS A WHITISH, HEART-SHAPED SHELL AND LIVES BURIED IN

MUDDY SEDIMENT.

* SIZE
LENGTH: 30-40 mm

* REPRODUCTION * DISTRIBUTION
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ECOLOGY

VERY COMMON THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND
ALONG THE ATLANTIC COASTS OF EUROPE.

THIS OPPORTUNISTIC SPECIES TOLERATES WIDE VARIATIONS IN TEMPERATURE, SALINITY AND DISSOLVED OXYGEN. IT OCCURS ON SANDY AND
MUDDY BOTTOMS IN ESTUARIES, LAGOONS AND RIVER DELTAS, AS WELL AS IN Zostera BEDS AND SHALLOW AREAS WITH MACROALGAE.
IT WITHSTANDS SHORT, PERIODIC EXPOSURE AT LOW TIDE.

ITS REPRODUCTIVE CYCLE IS POLYCYCLIC, WITH UP TO THREE SPAWNING EVENTS PER YEAR.

IT FEEDS BY FILTERING WATER, MAINLY CONSUMING DIATOMS. IT CAN ACCUMULATE HEAVY METALS AND IS THEREFORE A USEFUL BIOINDICATOR
OF POLLUTION IN AQUATIC SYSTEMS.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

J

THE SPECIES IS WIDESPREAD IN THE VENICE LAGOON, ESPECIALLY IN BRACKISH INNER AREAS AND FISH-FARMING BASINS. IN THE PAST IT WAS
GATHERED AS A SUBSISTENCE CATCH DURING THE LEAN WINTER MONTHS. TODAY IT IS LARGELY OVERLOOKED AND TAKEN ONLY FOR
RECREATION, BY HAND OR WITH A RAKE.

IN VENETIAN DIALECT IT IS CALLED “CAPA TONDA".

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

IN TRADITION

IN THE LAST CENTURY
THE “CAPA TONDA” WAS HIGHLY
VALUED AND EATEN AFTER BEING
QUICKLY PAN-SEARED OR
BRIEFLY BOILED.

TODAY IT IS ONLY RARELY
FOUND ON SALE.

THE SHELL 1S MEDIUM-SIZED AND OVOID, WITH STRONG RIBS AND NODULES ALONG THE GROWTH LINES. SEEN IN PROFILE IT HAS A HEART-LIKE
OUTLINE, AS IN ALL CARDIIDAE. THE VALVES ARE SOLID, WITH CLEARLY VISIBLE RADIAL RIBS INSIDE. THERE ARE 19-28 RIBS, AT LEAST THE FRONT
ONES BEARING LAMELLAE. THE RIGHT VALVE HAS TWO MAIN HINGE TEETH, PLUS TWO ANTERIOR AND TWO POSTERIOR LATERALS. THE UMBO
(THE FIRST PART OF THE SHELL TO FORM) IS STRONGLY BENT TOWARDS THE SAGITTAL PLANE. THE COLOUR RANGES FROM WHITISH
TO YELLOWISH-BROWN, OFTEN WITH A BROAD GREEN PATCH ON THE REAR MARGIN. THE INSIDE OF THE VALVES HAS A SIMILAR COLOUR.
IT RESEMBLES C. edule, WHICH DIFFERS IN HAVING FLAT, NON-PROTRUDING RIBS. IN C. glaucum THE LIGAMENT IS HIDDEN WHEN VIEWED
LATERALLY, WHEREAS IN C. eduleIT IS VISIBLE.
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ETYMOLOGY

THE PROFILE OF THE TWQ VALVES
FORMS A HEART SHAPE,

WHICH INSPIRED NOT ONLY

THE COMMON NAME BUT ALSO
THE SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF

THE FAMILY AND ORDER, FROM
THE GREEK “KARDIA" (HEART).




