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THE MEDITERRANEAN GREEN CRAB IS ONE OF THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC ORGANISMS OF THE NORTHERN ADRIATIC LAGOONS. IN THE
VENETIAN LAGOON, IT IS PARTICULARLY ABUNDANT AND IS HARVESTED FOR THE TRADITIONAL PRODUCTION OF “MOLECA”, A LOCAL DELICACY MADE

FROM CRABS DURING THE MOULTING PHASE.

* SIZE

MAXIMUM LENGHT: 7 cm
MAXIMUM WEIGHT: 60 g

* DISTRIBUTION

* BREEDING SEASON
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ECOLOGY

THE SPECIES IS WIDESPREAD THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN AND IN THE BLACK SEA.

THE MEDITERRANEAN GREEN CRAB COMPLETES ITS ENTIRE LIFE CYCLE IN COASTAL AND LAGOON WATERS. DURING THE PRE-MOULT PHASE, THE
FEMALE IS LIFTED FROM THE SEABED BY THE MALE, WHICH HOLDS HER BENEATH ITS ABDOMEN WHILE WAITING FOR THE MOULT, DURING WHICH
MATING TAKES PLACE. FERTILISED FEMALES MOVE TOWARDS MORE MARINE AREAS IN LATE SUMMER TO LAY THEIR EGGS. THE LARVA HAS A
PLANKTONIC STAGE WHOSE DURATION VARIES ACCORDING TO WATER TEMPERATURE, AFTER WHICH IT UNDERGOES METAMORPHOSIS TO REACH
THE BENTHIC FORM. A SPECIES HIGHLY TOLERANT OF TEMPERATURE, SALINITY AND NUTRIENT LOADS, THE MEDITERRANEAN GREEN CRAB IS A
GENERALIST PREDATOR FEEDING ON BACTERIA, ALGAE, POLYCHAETES, MOLLUSCS AND OTHER BENTHIC ORGANISMS. IN MANY MEDITERRANEAN
ECOSYSTEMS IT IS THREATENED BY THE PRESENCE OF THE NON-NATIVE BLUE CRAB.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...
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THE MEDITERRANEAN GREEN CRAB IS ABUNDANT IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON AND FOUND IN ALMOST EVERY HABITAT. IT IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE
FOR TRADITIONAL FISHING CARRIED OUT WITH BERTOVELLI (KNOWN LOCALLY AS COGOLLI). THIS CRAB IS EATEN FRIED DURING THE MOULTING
STAGE (MOLECA) AND BOILED WHEN THE FEMALES ARE REPRODUCTIVE (MAZANETE). INDIVIDUALS IN PRE-MOULT (SPIANTANI) ARE SOLD AS BAIT
FOR RECREATIONAL FISHING FOR SEA BASS.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

ADAPTATION

LIKE MOST CRUSTACEANS,
THE MEDITERRANEAN GREEN
CRAB CAN REGENERATE A LOST
LIMB DURING MOULTING.

THE MEDITERRANEAN GREEN CRAB HAS A RELATIVELY SMOOTH CARAPACE WITH FIVE LATERAL SPINES OF ROUGHLY EQUAL SIZE ON EITHER SIDE
OF THE ROSTRUM. THE SIDES OF THE CARAPACE ARE COVERED WITH SILKY HAIRS. THE ROSTRUM IS PROMINENT AND BEARS THREE VERY BLUNT
TEETH, THE CENTRAL ONE BEING SMALLER. THE UPPER SURFACE IS MOTTLED GREEN OR BROWN; THE LEGS ARE SPOTTED BROWN, WHILE THE
ABDOMEN IS PALE, VARYING FROM YELLOW TO ORANGE DEPENDING ON THE TIME SINCE THE LAST MOULT THE CLAWS ARE LARGE AND SLIGHTLY
UNEQUAL, WITH THE CARPUS SHARPLY SPINED ON THE INNER EDGE AND WITHOUT SPINES ON THE OPPOSITE MARGIN. THERE IS MARKED SEXUAL
DIMORPHISM: MALES ARE LARGER THAN FEMALES AND HAVE MORE ROBUST CLAWS. AS IN OTHER CRAB SPECIES, THE ABDOMEN OF THE MALE IS
TRIANGULAR, WHEREAS IN THE FEMALE IT IS BROADENED, RESEMBLING THE LEAF OF A BLACK POPLAR.
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COMMERCIAL VALUE

IT IS THE MOST EXPENSIVE
MEDITERRANEAN
CRUSTACEAN: DURING THE
MOULTING STAGE IT IS SOLD
AT PRICES HIGHER THAN
THOSE OF LOBSTER.




