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THE RAGGED SEA HARE IS A GASTROPOD MOLLUSC WHOSE ADULT FORM LACKS A SHELL. MEDIUM TO LARGE IN SIZE, IT DISPLAYS A HIGHLY

VARIABLE COLOURATION AND IS CHARACTERISED BY ELONGATED PAPILLAE THAT GIVE IT ASPINY APPEARANCE.

* SIZE * DISTRIBUTION

LENGTH: 13cm

WEIGHT:120 g EXCEPTION OF THE CENTRAL AND EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN.

ECOLOGY

IT IS WIDESPREAD ACROSS ALL TROPICAL AND SUBTROPICAL SEAS OF THE WORLD, WITH THE

THIS SPECIES FAVOURS SHELTERED WATERS SUCH AS BAYS, ESTUARIES AND LAGOONS, LIVING MAINLY IN THE INTERTIDAL ZONE, FROM
THE SURFACE DOWN TO ABOUT TEN METRES IN DEPTH. ITS DIET CONSISTS OF MACROALGAE AND OF SMALL ORGANISMS GROWING ON THE
SURFACE OF PLANTS AND ALGAE (EPIPHYTES). THE RAGGED SEA HARE IS A SIMULTANEOUS HERMAPHRODITE, REPRODUCING BY
CROSS-FERTILISATION. DURING THE BREEDING SEASON, INDIVIDUALS FORM GATHERINGS, USUALLY ALIGNING IN ROWS OR PROCESSIONS THAT
MAKE THEM EASY TO SPOT IT LAYS ITS EGGS IN LONG STRINGS FROM WHICH LARVAE HATCH. THESE LARVAE UNDERGO A PROLONGED
PLANKTONIC STAGE, A FACTOR THAT PROBABLY CONTRIBUTES TO THE SPECIES’ WIDE DISTRIBUTION. ONCE METAMORPHOSIS FROM LARVA TO
ADULT FORM HAS TAKEN PLACE, THE RAGGED SEA HARE GROWS VERY RAPIDLY, REACHING SEXUAL MATURITY WITHIN 2-3 MONTHS.

IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON

ADDITIONAL NOTES...

e

DEFENCE MECHANISM
IF DISTURBED, IT IS ABLE TO

THE RAGGED SEA HARE IS AN ALIEN SPECIES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND WAS FIRST RECORDED IN THE VENETIAN LAGOON IN 1985. AFTER AN
INITIAL INVASIVE PHASE, IT IS NOW ONLY OCCASIONALLY OBSERVED.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

RELEASE AN INTENSE PURPLE
SECRETION THAT RAPIDLY
SPREADS THROUGH THE WATER,
PROBABLY INTENDED TO REPEL
PREDATORS OR DISTRACT THEM
FROM AN ATTEMPTED ATTACK.

A

THE RAGGED SEA HARE IS EASY TO IDENTIFY THANKS TO ITS “SPINY” APPEARANCE, WHICH DISTINGUISHES IT FROM OTHER NUDIBRANCHS AND
SEA HARES (FAMILY APLYSIIDAE). UNLIKE THE LATTER, Bursatella DOES NOT POSSESS THE CHARACTERISTIC PARAPODIA (LATERAL WING-LIKE
EXTENSIONS). ITS COLOUR VARIES GREATLY FROM BROWN TO GREENISH, WITH A COMPLEX PATTERN OF LIGHTER LINES AND SPOTS ON A DARKER
BACKGROUND. IT SOMETIMES SHOWS BLUISH SPOTS (OCELLI) WITH A BROWN-ORANGE CROWN, ALTHOUGH THE COLOURATION OF THESE
STRUCTURES IS ALSO HIGHLY VARIABLE. THE ADULT FORM IS COMPLETELY DEVOID OF A SHELL, WHICH IS PRESENT ONLY IN LARVAE
AND JUVENILES.
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ALIEN SPECIES

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEAIT IS
REGARDED AS AN ALIEN SPECIES,
ORIGINATING FROM

TROPICAL SEAS.




